
YEAR IN REVIEW 2019
TREE PIT TSBURGH

Addressing an Urgent and Growing Need:
Planting with Focus and Purpose

Board and staff  
completed its new 
three-year strategic 
plan in 2019. 

2020–2022 Strategic  
Priorities include:

• Significantly increase the  
number of new trees planted 
in the City of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County in each of  
the next three years, while 
working to maintain and  
preserve existing trees.

• Build the capacity of staff, 
board, and committed  
volunteers to meet current and  
future opportunities to advance 
Tree Pittsburgh’s mission.

• Elevate Tree Pittsburgh’s role 
and recognition as a leader, 
content expert, convener, 
collaborator, and advocate, 
committed to sustaining the 
urban forest.

• Ensure Tree Pittsburgh’s 
long-term financial health and 
organizational sustainability.

Scaling Up Tree Planting

1,730
Trees Distributed

2,587
Trees Planted

Tree Pittsburgh continues to use urban tree 
canopy data to understand the root causes 
of canopy loss and target communities with 
specific strategies and use the information to 
identify planting opportunities County-wide.  
The data is also used in conjunction with  
other datasets like asthma rates, surface  
temperature, and landslide information  
to connect the dots between canopy  
deficiency and decline and human and 
environmental health. Tree Pittsburgh staff 
worked with several municipalities in 2019  
to assist them in developing planting plans, 
train their public works staff on best tree  
management practices, and share model  
tree protection ordinances.

Allegheny County, PA 
Land Surface Temperature 
September 2015

Surface temperature  
is directly related to tree  
canopy coverage, and by planting  
trees and adding shade to communities, 
we can combat the negative impacts of 
heat on public health.

Heritage Nursery  
Infrastructure Improvements:
• Heating and ventilation fan added to greenhouse
• Additional solar panels installed on main building to 

power nursery sustainability
• Automated water pumping system installed
• Nursery footprint expanded with new deer fencing 

installed by Landforce.
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80
Species of Trees 

and Shrubs

10,000
Plants Housed  

at Nursery

4,000
New Seedlings Grown 

Each Year

7,261
TREES AND 

SHRUBS SoLD

20%
Increase 
over 2018

290

948

5,000+

Volunteers 
Engaged

Hours to  
Transplant

Trees
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Educational 
Events

2,725
Participants

151
Program 

Hours

13
Northside 
Schools/ 
5th Grade
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Tree ID Walks Allegheny Cemetery, Allegheny Commons, Westinghouse Park, 
Highland Park, Frick Museum (2), Mt. Lebanon Nature Conservancy (2)

One Tree Per Child  
Pittsburgh
OTPC Pittsburgh continued to expand 
in 2019 with eight schools participating:  
Avonworth Elementary, Environmental 
Charter School at Frick, Greenfield  
Elementary, Pittsburgh Classical Academy, 
Pittsburgh Gifted Center, Ross Elementary, 
Taylor Allderdice High School, and  
Vincentian Academy. Over 1,000 students 
participated to plant more than 700 trees 
since the program launched at Avonworth 
Elementary in September 2017. OTPC 
will become an official program of Tree 
Pittsburgh in 2020, and with significant 
support from the Heinz Family Foundation, 
the program will expand across Pittsburgh 
Public Schools. Additional fundraising will 
continue to grow the program across 
Allegheny County.

Artist in Residence  
Education
Pittsburgh artist, Ashley Cecil, spent  
six months as an artist in residence at  
Tree Pittsburgh. During that time, she 
created a body of work that was exhibited 
in the building entry, and she developed  
a STEAM workshop that uses art to  
communicate concepts of urban forestry.  
Teamed with our own educator, Joe Stavish,  
the two delivered the workshop to 55  
students enrolled in the Maker’s Clubhouse 
summer camp. The activities will continue 
to be utilized at Tree Pittsburgh’s own 
summer camp in 2020.

2019 Highlights
2nd Quaker valley  
Tree Planting
•	 Funded by Alcoa and  

American Forests
•	 70 Volunteers
•	 1,000 trees planted

Classical Academy  
Planting
•	 Funded by Alcoa  

Foundation and  
American Forests

•	 Partnered with  
OTPC & PPS

•	 250 trees and  
shrubs planted

•	 Engaged 150 students

Zulema  
Parklet Planting
•	 Funded by  

Oaklander Hotel
•	 7 trees planted

30 Volunteer Group Projects
16 Corporate / 14 Other Including:

•	 La Roche University
•	 Carnegie Mellon University
•	 Writing Teachers Conference
•	 Arsenal Strength
•	 Neighborhood Allies
•	 Academy Charter School
•	 Jewish Federation of Pgh
•	 Duquesne University
•	 Cornell University Alumni
•	 University of Pittsburgh

•	 Thermo Fisher
•	 K&L Gates
•	 Alcoa Foundation
•	 BNY Mellon
•	 Aptiv
•	 Media Star
•	 3R Sustainability
•	 KPMG
•	 Oaklander Hotel
•	 FedEx
•	 University of Delaware

2019 Highlights
Winter Pruning Crew
•	 $19,000 from PSTC
•	 All 9 Council Districts
•	 Pruned 1,160 trees
•	 Approximate value:  

$139,200
•	 City ROI = 7:1

Summer Tree  
Care Crew
•	 $25,000 from PSTC
•	 589 trees  

weeded/mulched
•	 Helped lead 87 volunteers  

at 8 events and care for 
190 trees

•	 Maintenance of  
Tree Pittsburgh  
reforestation sites

Staff Tree Care Funded by the  
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Committee

Highland Park (4)

Squirrel Hill (4)

North Oakland

Point State Park

Carrick (2)

Strip District (2)

Lawrenceville (2)

Polish Hill

Millvale
Troy Hill

Manchester

Coraopolis Verona

TREE TENDERS

120
New Graduates 
in 2019

2,055
Graduates 
2007–2019

2019 Tree Tender Partners include: 
Landforce, City of Pittsburgh  
and Allegheny County Park Rangers,  
Operation Better Block, and  
Bidwell Training Center.

3,466volunteer hours

Trees Weeded/Mulched918

volunteers1,271
Trees pruned1,655

Volunteer Tree Care  
and Planting

$88,140
value of volunteer labor

22
Tree Tender 
Projects

Tree Pittsburgh’s New  
Campus Offers Education 
and Outreach Programs
Staff hosted numerous classes and  
workshops at the new campus, including:

•	 Tree care training for municipal public 
works staff from municipalities across 
Allegheny County,

•	 Tree protection ordinance workshop  
for municipal officials,

•	 Shade Tree Commission networking 
events for commissions across  
the region,

•	 Specialty classes like Moths and Trees 
and Seed Propagation, and

•	 Tree Tender training for the public.

Adult & Youth  
Programs Include:
•	 Library visits

•	 Pre-schools/child care centers

•	 Public + charter school classes

•	 Scout groups

•	 Garden Club talks + tours

•	 Rotary Clubs

•	 Tree ID Walks

•	 Tree Tender Courses

•	 Community events and festivals 

•	 Moths and Trees and Seed  
Propagation Workshops

•	 Growing library of online  
eductional videos

Fifth Grade Explorer’s 
Program




